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Principal’s Message 
I’m writing this message on the afternoon 
following our very successful pancake breakfast 
which raised funds for the Share the Spirit 
initiative.  We are proud to have supported 
Whitehorse Kin Club’s efforts for over 15 years.  
It is always fun to roam the halls during the 
morning breaks and at lunch during advent to 
watch the enthusiasm and excitement as 
students host various fundraising opportunities. 

Speaking of fundraising, we mailed out our 
Booster Cards last week and we really hope that 
all households will be able to sell at least two.  
This is our only school-wide fundraiser each year.  
The funds raised are used to support a number 
of student activities and initiatives (like the free 
lunch on the last day before Christmas) and also 
to help individual students or families in need.  
More are more, we are fielding requests from 
families to help cover the costs of school 
activities (like athletics fees, travel funds, 
materials for industrial arts classes, etc.) so their 
children can fully participate.  The costs of living 
in Whitehorse are high and we feel that it’s very 
important that families who are using most of 
their income for the basic necessities have the 
same access to school activities as those who 
have more income. 

We are very grateful to the businesses who 
support the annual Booster Card campaign and 
all those who purchase them. 

On behalf of all staff of Vanier Catholic 
Secondary, I wish you and your family a restful, 
relaxing, and blessed Christmas season and a 
Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, Ryan Sikkes 
Principal 

A prayer for Advent 
Come, long expected 

Savior. 
Awaken us with your joy 
Whisper your peace in our 

heart 
And send your light to all 

the dark corners of our 
lives. 

Let us prepare a straight path that leads from our hearts 
to yours. 

Come into our hearts, loving Jesus, for we feel alone and 
afraid. 

Come into our hearts, for we are anxious and confused. 
Come into our hearts, for we are broken and bewildered. 
Come into our hearts, loving Jesus.  Amen 

Merry Christmas from the Vanier Administration Committee  

(from left) Ms. Bergsma, Mr. Gillard, Leo (honourary member!),  

Ms. Richard, Ms. Gallant, Mr. Sikkes, Ms. Brogdon 
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School Council Corner 

New Bishop for the Diocese of Whitehorse 

On November 27, 2015, Pope Francis named Rev. Hector 
Felipe Vila bishop for the Diocese of Whitehorse. Born in Peru 
in 1962, Hector immigrated to Canada in 1979. He earned a 
diploma in mechanical engineering before studying 
philosophy and theology at the University of Toronto. He 
went on to study at the Gregorian University in Rome and 
was ordained a priest in 1995. He ministered in Roman 
parishes until 1998, when he returned to Canada. In 2000, he 
was assigned rector of Redemptoris Mater Seminary in 
Toronto. As rector he also provided pastoral assistance in 
parishes in Toronto.  

At this time, no date has been set for the ordination of Rev. 
Hector as bishop of the diocese. We will keep you informed 
via Vanier Catholic Secondary School website. 

***** 

The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday, January 26 

in the VCSS Library. 

The members of our current council are: 

Edith Elder; Chair  

Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair 

Dianne Tait  

Maureen Long 

Shanon Cooper 

Contact information for council members is posted in the 

front of the school and online at www.vcss.ca 

Friday, December 18—Last day of school before 
Christmas Break 

Friday, December 18—Alumni Day and Talent Show 

Monday, January 4—School Resumes from Christmas 
Break 

Wednesday, January 6—Epiphany Celebration 

Friday, January 15—Review Week Begins 

Monday, January 18—Christian Unity Celebration 

Thursday, January 21—Last Day of Classes for Sem 1. 

Friday, January 22—Exams Begin 

Wednesday, January 27—Last Day of Semester 1 

Thursday, January 28—First Day of Semester 2 

Thursday, February 4—Report Cards Issued 

February 13-14—Basketball Tournament 

Tuesday, February 16—Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Breakfast 

Wednesday, February 17—Ash Wednesday 

Thursday, February 25—Vandezvous 

Friday, February 26—Heritage Day (No school) 

Friday, March 4—Locker cleanout—last day of school 
before Spring Break 

Monday, March 21—School resumes from Spring Break 

Friday, March 25—Good Friday (No School) 

Monday, March 28—Easter Monday (No School) 

April 4-8—Review Week 

Friday, April 8—End of Term lll 

Dates to note for  

December—April 

The official 2015-

2016 School 

Calendar can be 

accessed online at 

the Yukon Education 

website. 

www.vcss.ca 

For the latest news, school information and 

homework assignments, visit our 

informative school website: 
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Crusaders Athletics  
This year’s volleyball was a very busy one because of a shorter 
season. Our Crusaders thundered on to being in four of the six 
volleyball finals in the High School YSAA Championships 
held in November! 

The Gr. 8 Championships were held a week before the 
rest of the categories, where we had enough players to 
have two teams entering the tournament from both 
genders.  Our girls fought hard where one team made it 
to the finals, but fell short of the gold, while the other 
finished with a strong 4th place. The girls were very 
enthusiastic about the season and improved their skills 
everyday with the help of some former Crusaders 
Yuranty Pourier & Olivia Smith.  Head coach, Mrs. Spence 
was very pleased 
at the girls 
performances.  As 
for the Gr. 8 boys, 
their outside 
coach Paula 
Stoker was 
extremely happy 
with the 
competition of 
her two teams.  
Hoping for a 
showdown 
between both 
teams battling 
against each 
other in the final, Mrs. Stoker was thrilled to have her 
teams place 4th and 1st this season.  Andrew Green was 
elected MVP by his teammates for all of his improved 
efforts and his “ace” serve to win the championships! 

SUPERVOLLEY CHAMPIONS 

As for the grade 
9/10 teams, 
everyone was 
looking forward 
to the 
Championships 
after not quite 
getting the 
results they 
wanted from 
the Dawson 
Invitational a 
few weeks 
earlier.  Coach 
Mr. Gillard had 
enough girls to split and make two teams for the 
Championships with the help of Mrs. Londero.  The girls ended 

up with a 4th place finish with the other team losing out in the 
quarter finals.  The girls put forth a valiant effort, but fell short 
of their goal.  The boys had a tough tournament as well, having 
many matches going the distance.  However, they earned the 

championship 
banner with a 
decisive 15-4 
win over FH 
Collins who 
beat them in 
the Dawson 
Invitational 
final! 

 Finally for our 
Sr. division 
who had high 
hopes of 
being the top 
volleyball 
school this 

season.  First up was the Supervolley finals 
that we hosted and won both the boys and 
girls titles to a packed home crowd.  Next 
stop was the Dawson Invitational on the 
road to the “triple crown.”  Despite having 

late late games until 2:30 am, 
our seniors battled to make it 
into the playoffs.  The Sr. girls 
team were without their 
outside coach, Amanda 
Bartle, for the weekend, but 
that didn’t stop them from 
being the only Vanier team to 
win the banner in Dawson.  
Our Sr. boys and 9/10 girls 
lost out in the semi’s, while 
the 9/10 boys were defeated 
in the final.  A great time was 

had by all as the Dawson tournament continues to be one of the 
year’s best high school tournaments in the Yukon! 



BASKETBALL 

Basketball season is well underway before we go into the Christmas break.  Right after Christmas, the league games will 
resume action with some upcoming  tournaments and Superhoops playoffs before the Yukon Championships held 
before spring break. 

The basketball teams are coached by: 
Gr. 8 Girls - Stefans Jackson 
Gr. 8 Boys       - Mike Gallant  
9/10 Girls - Jane Londero 
9/10 Boys - Dave Thomson 
11/12 Girls  - Diedre Davidson / Sarah Crane 
11/12 Boys  - Sean McCarron 

Here is a list of events for our basketball teams: 

December  9th     9/10 Bball League VAN @ PC (G-4:00, B-5:15) 
  11th  Superhoops VAN @ PC (G-5:00, B-6:45) 
January  6th   9/10 Bball League VAN @ FH (G-4:00, B-5:15) 
                                           Superhoops PC @ VAN (G-5:00, B-6:45) 

7th    Superhoops FH @ VAN (G-5:00, B-6:45) 
11th   Gr. 8 Girls Bball League @ VAN (3:30-5:30) 
15th  Superhoops VAN @ FH (G-5:00, B-6:45) 

February 1st  Gr. 8 Girls Bball League @ PC (3:30-5:30) 
   Gr. 8 Boys Bball League @ FH (3:30-5:30)  
  3rd    9/10 Bball League VAN @ PC (G-4:00, B-5:15) 
  5th – 6th   Gr. 8 Bball Tournament @ VAN 
   9/10 Bball Tournament @ FH 
   8th    Gr. 8 Girls Bball League @ FH (3:30-5:30) 
                                            Gr. 8 Boys Bball League @ VAN (3:30-5:30) 
  10th   9/10 Bball League FH@ VAN (G-4:00, B-5:15)   

11th   Super Hoops Semi-Finals @ PC (G-6:00, B-7:45) 
  12th   Super Hoops Finals @ FHC (G-6:00, B-7:45)  
      18th – 20th    Gr. 8 & 9/10 Basketball Championships 
  21st – 25th   11/12 Basketball Championships 
 

Bring on the Basketball…. 

Come on out and support your Vanier Teams! 
If you have any questions, concerns, or if you want to help out, you can go to our Vanier Athletic web site http://
www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/vanier/athletics/, or contact Mr. Stoker at 667-5901. 

Volleyball Supervolley All-Stars include:  Mikaela Ponsioen, Kate Londero Parker Olson, 
Jayrhon Aguilar 

Volleyball Supervolley MVP’s include:  Jiela Tobias, Daniel Moses 

Congratulations again to all of the teams and their coaches and support staff!  

Gold & 4th Gr. 8 Boys Paula Stoker 

Silver & 4th Gr. 8 Girls Ms. Spence (Yuranty Pourier & Olivia Smith) 

4th   9/10 Girls  Mr. Gillard (Mrs. Londero) 

Gold  9/10 Boys Mr. Stoker 

Bronze  11/12 Girls Amanda Bartle (Mr. Stoker, Ms. Brogdon, Mrs. Londero) 

Silver  11/12 Boys Mr. Craigen (Cody Park) 
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School Growth Plan Update: 
The 2015-16 school 
growth plan goal is: To 
improve students' non-
fiction writing abilities 
by implementing 
specific instructional 
strategies targeted 
toward English-
language and 
vulnerable learners in 
all classes. 

What are we learning? 

Last year, VCSS staff spent time learning about specific 
strategies to use with our ELL and vulnerable learners. This 
year, we have key instructional strategies to embed into 
our teaching in order to better serve these students. 

How's it going? 

We continue to use our PLC times to share how things are 
going, which strategies are working well and those 
strategies which are difficult to implement. We discuss the 
difficulties and support one another through this process. 

What's next? 

 Teachers will continue to meet as departments to 
collaborate in smaller groups, with occasional check-ins as 
a whole staff to deepen our learning. As we are well into 
the school year now, we hope to see positive results of our 
work. 

 The goal of this process is to make a positive 
difference for our students! 

Please note: The 3 questions above are closely linked to 

research around engagement. If our students can answer 

these questions in relation to their own learning, they are 

academically engaged! 
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BC Government Exam Information  

(including practice exams): 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams 

EXAM PREPARATION 

What is the best way to prepare for 

government exams? 

 Do practice exams - go to http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/

exams/search/ and follow the prompts to find the 

exam you will be taking. 

 Now read and do all the questions without looking at 

the  answer key. 

 Write down your answers on paper or print them, as 

well as the time you start and stop. 

 Determine how long the practice exam took. 

 Use the answer key and go over the errors so that you 

don't do them again. 

 Use the answer key and find out what type of 

questions you are having difficulty with or what topics 

in the test are you experiencing difficulty with? 

Now you know what topics you need to concentrate on 

and what type of questions you should review material 

for! 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/search/


Page 6 


