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Principal’s Message

Accompanying this newsletter will be some interim
reports for students in Grades 10-12 who started new
classes at the end of January. These reports will
indicate how the new classes have started and may
identify some areas for growth or of concern that may
be addressed over Spring Break.

We will also host Parent-Teacher interviews on
Thursday, March 11. Again, these interviews are
targeted towards students in Grades 10-12 but Grade
8 and 9 students may also book times if they remain
available. Appointments can be booked by calling the
school or using the online system (instructions are
contained in this newsletter).

Strong and open lines of communication between
students, teachers and parents/guardians are an
essential component of school success, especially for
those students who sometimes struggle in the
classroom environment. There are lots of strategies to
help students learn most effectively—many of which
involve communication and cooperation between all.

We are continuing to journey through the 40 days of
the Lenten season as a school with a particular focus
on our Christian tradition of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving (charity). Our school will enter Holy Week
with a Stations of the Cross ceremony on Thursday,
April 2—all are welcome to attend.

We wish you and your families blessings and peace
over Spring Break and look forward to mourning
Christ’s crucifixion and celebrating the joy of his
resurrection as a school community upon our return.

Sincerely,
Ryan Sikkes
Principal

“Come back to me
with all your heart”

Joel 2:12

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my
spirit rejoices in God my savior.

For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness;
behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed.

The Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name.

His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him.

He has shown might with his arm, dispersed the
arrogant of mind and heart.

He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones
but lifted up the lowly.

The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich
he has sent away empty.

He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his
mercy, according to his promise to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
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The official 2014-
2015 School
Calendar can be
accessed online
at the Yukon
Education

Thursday, March 12—Parent-Teacher Interviews 4-8 pm

Monday, March 16th to Friday, March 27th— Spring
Break

Thursday April 2—Stations of the Cross—11 a.m.
Friday, April 3—Good Friday—No School
Monday, April 6—Easter Monday—No School
Friday, April 10—End of Term IlI

Friday, April 10—ThinkFAST

Monday, April 13—Start of Term IV

Wednesday, April 15— Grade 8 Retreat
Wednesday, April 22— Grade 9 Retreat

Friday, May 1—Vanier Day!

NOTE: The 2015-2016 School Calendar is available at

education.gov.yk.ca
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School Council Corner

The next regular council meetings will be March 10th,
April 14 and May 12 at 7:30pm in the VCSS Library.

The members of our current council are:
Edith Elder; Chair

Michael Lauer, Vice-Chair

Dianne Tait

Maureen Long

Shanon Cooper

For more information on Vanier’s School Council,
including current contact information, visit www.vcss.ca
and click on the “School Council” tab.

School Growth
Plan Update

Our Inquiry: How
will an all-school

focus on improved
writing instruction
influence student
performance?

What are we learning?

Teachers are appreciative of this time to learn and
share instructional strategies that support our
vulnerable learners. What works for these learners
generally helps all learners.

There are some key instructional strategies that can be
used in all subject areas that will improve student
writing and general achievement.

How’s it going?

We are building our experience and confidence in
applying instructional sirategies that support writing
across the curriculuin, as weii as ways to support our
ELLs.

What’s next?

The next PLC session will involve discipline teams
working together to accomplish goals of the SGP.
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Vanier Catholic Secondary School’s Parent/Teacher Interview Scheduling
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Parents click on the “Register” tab and fill in the registration form to create an account. Once parents have successfully
registered, they can login to the system and then must register their students by name.

The school code which is needed for registering is: vanier2015
{ St SOG ¢SI OKSN&
Parents can schedule appointments for any student that they have added to the system by clicking on the
“Appointments” button beside the student’s name. The parent is then taken to a page where they can select the

teachers with whom they wish to meet. Multiple teachers can be selected by using the “Ctrl” key on a PC keyboard or
the “Command” key on a Macintosh keyboard.

¢SIFOKSNI ! LIRAYGYSYG /It SYyRIN&

Parents are shown the calendars of the selected teachers. It also shows them appointment times that are unavailable
for booking. Parents can select appointment times by simply clicking the check boxes or by clicking in the time block
beside the check box. Once an appointment time has been selected it will change to green. If no appointments are
available, clickonthe O |- £ fbuttonlat@é top of the list.

It is not possible for parents to select more than one appointment at the same time or to select more than one ap-
pointment with the same teacher. Javascript enabled browsers are required for validation on the screen.
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Once the appointments are booked the screen will display the list of appointments for the student. When the parent
clicks on the “Return to Home Page” button, they will return to the home page with their students and their appoint-
ments listed. They can book additional appointments, or they can book appointments for another student.
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If a parent has more than one student at the school, the teacher the teacher appointment calendars will have an addi-
tional feature displayed when the second (or third, etc.) student bookings are made. If a sibling has an appointment
booked, the student’s name will be displayed for a parent, thus making it easier to book adjacent appointments.
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From the home page it is possible for you to generate a PDF document with the list of your appointments. By clicking
on the “Print Appointments” button a window will pop-up asking the parent what they wish to do with the document.
In Internet Explorer, it is recommended that people click the “Save” button, save the file and then click “Open” to view
the file. le. sometimes has a problem downloading and opening PDF documents that are generated from web sites.

Click “Open” after the download is complete to view the PDF.
tFNBy i {OKSRdAZ S t5C

The generated PDF will list the appointment times, the student and the teacher with whom the appointment is
booked.

If you are having difficulties, you may choose to call the school at
667-5901 to book appointments over the phone.



PAGE 4

©OCOO0OOOO

Clare Cherepak Kids’ Packs

Since Clare’s tragic passing,
many donations have been
made in her memory to the
Whitehorse Food Bank. To
honour Clare, the
Whitehorse Food Bank
created the Clare Cherepak Kids’ Pack Station.

Every month, hundreds of Yukoners access the
é Whitehorse Food Bank for 3 days of emergency food. é
Many of these people have children who also benefit from
food donations. The Kids’ Pack Station is where healthy
school snacks are assembled and given out to children. In
this bag of snacks, there are items such as granola bars,
fruit cups, apple sauce cups, cracker packs, fruit snacks,
: pudding cups, juice boxes — basically anything easy to :

open, kid friendly, and peanut free.

To honour Clare’s memory and her generous nature, the
Vanier Social Justice Club will be collecting donations for
Kids’ Snack Packs. During April, food for these children’s
packs can be brought to the front lobby of the school and
will then be brought to the Whitehorse Food Bank. If you
wish to help out right away, remember that food and
financial donations can be dropped off directly at the Food
Bank, 306 Alexander Street.

Look in your own lunch — what can you do without that
could help a hungry child?
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Social Justice Club News

“Three things in human life are important: the first is to
be kind; the second is to be kind; and the third is to be
kind.” — Henry James

We are Love

This Valentines Day the SJ Club sold 2 S
grams. Lucky recipients received a lollipop or chocolate
heart, a special button and a postcard from Free the
Children. There were five different button designs that
support, inspire and celebrate the power of love to break

the cycle of poverty. -

delivered to City Council and we plan to have Club
representation at Council when this item is discussed.

If you wish to sign our petition, please drop by the Vanier
Library!

I NJsandy 2 @ &rad gowns — Cinderella’s Closet

The Vanier Library has been transformed temporarily

into a fashion centre with over seventy gently-used grad

dresses available for current grads to purchase at very
reasonable prices.
Students from high

We raised $150.00
that will be sent to
Free the Children to

SJ Club members Wendy and Macy display two
of the impressive collection of grad gowns.

schools around the city
have been invited to
view the dresses and

support their
sustainable
development
projects.

SJ Petition — let’s
keep the Rotary
Centennial Bridge
non-motorized!

Two of our SJ
members have
mobility issues and
use wheelchairs to
travel and enjoy the =
Millennium Trail. S
When we learned that the City is considering permitting
motorized vehicles on the pedestrian walkway across the
Yukon River, we initiated some Club advocacy. Ms.
Marnik prepared a letter and petition, and members
obtained a number of pages of signatures from people
who support a ban on motorized off-road vehicles on this
bridge. We want to demonstrate to City Council how
much this trail is used by Vanier students and how much
we value this wilderness setting. The petition has been
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several successful

~ matches have already
‘_L been made! Some of
- the dresses are part of
a collection which was
sent up from Alberta, a
number of them were

. part of a similar
project which took
place at Porter Creek
Secondary School last
year and the
remainder were
donated by generous
people in our school
community. A special thank you to Ray and Kathy
Guenette of WinMar Property Restoration Specialists
who provided drycleaning for many of the gowns. Thank
you to everyone who was involved in this most worthy
Social Justice project! Boys have not been forgotten in all
of these grad preparations: all money received from
dress sales will be given to male grads who need help
with the rental of tuxedos.

All Vanier students can receive free tutoring for assistance in course work, assignments,
organizational skills or test preparation. Students will be matched one on one. To receive
tutoring the studentneedstoUf £ A Yy I yh thk dkilsJRoAntIRoanB)y

Students in Grade 10, 11 or 12 can apply to be a tutor.
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Tutors can earn community service hours or an hourly wage. Potential tutors need to O 2 Y &
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March 2015 Learning Commons News

Making matches in the library

This February, we borrowed an idea
from the Whitehorse Public Library and
offered students the chance to have a
“blind date” with a book. More than
forty books were wrapped in brown
paper with only a very short synopsis on
the outside to describe it. The thrill of a
birthday and Valentines Day was rolled
into one as the student then unwrapped
their “book date” to reveal with whom
they would spend some time. While
some relationships did not last long,
many students were immediately
smitten and enjoyed some quality time
together with their new book!

4| Sarah and KC evaluate

{ their options (right)
and KC takes the

plunge (below)!

Looking for great information for your project/essay/report?

Look no further than the databases at the Learning Commons, which are available
24/7 from any computer...in your house, on the bus, at the Games Centre. Go to
www.vcss.ca and click on the Library link. Choose Vanier and scroll down to the online resources, user name:
YukonEd and password: resources.

A good place to start your research is Canadian Student Research Centre. Put your search terms into the basic
search bar and you can filter by indicating that you want only books & encyclopedias, primary documents,
newspapers, magazines, photos, maps...or all of them!

When you are looking for an essay topic, take a look at Canadian Points of Views Reference Centre. This
database contains 150 topics, each with rich content that can help you develop persuasive arguments and essays,
better understand controversial issues, and develop analytical thinking skills.

If you are writing a research paper, check out NoodleTools. This is an academic research web application which
provides tools for notetaking, outlining, citation, and collaborative research and writing. You can create a
personal ID and use NoodleTools to store your research.
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Check out vcss.ca for this, news and school
information!

$22-valued punch cards can be purchased for

Debit/Credit now accepted

only S20!!
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http://www.vcss.ca

